A Clear Leading is based ofThe Journal and Major Essays of
John Woolman. As a work of fiction, the play contains
charactersevents,and dialoguewhich havebeencreatedfor the
purpose of dramatization. For a factual account of John
Woolman's life,and to discovethe numerous othenfluences he
had on the world read publications listed below.

* * *

Silent Worship, as seenin this play, hasbeen a vital part of

Quakerspirituality sinceGeorgeFox foundedthe denomination
in the 17th century.Quakers wait in silenckor the Spiritof God

to speakto their souls. They may rise and speak,if the Spirit

leads, buthere ardimes when n@ne speaksWoolmanlived at
a time when it was relatively rare for someoneto speakin

worship.

* * *

The Journal and Major Essays of John Woolman editedby
Phillips P.Moulton is considerethe authoritative versionJohn
Woolman: A Nonviolence and Social Change Source Book,
by Sterling Olmstedand Mike Heller is availablein the back.
Copies of both works may be purchasedrom Rich Swingle.
Comments, donations, and book orders may be sent to:

Rich Swingle
@ The Helen Hayes Theatre
240 West 44th Street, Suite 7
New York, NY 10036
www.RichDrama.com

To receive RichOs mailings, please fill out the form below and give
it to the House Manager or mail it to the address above.

Name
Address

E-mail

__Journal and Major Essays ($15)
__John Woolman Source Book ($14) *Prices include postage.
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A Clear Leading

Cast of Characters
represented by Rich Swingle
(in order of appearance)

John Woolman at 9, 19 and 38

Dolly, a slave at 40, 50 and 69 .

Mr. Worthington, the owner of Mt. HollyOs mercante45,
55and74

William and others in the Elkins barn _

Amos Elkins, anacquaintancef JohnOat 20 and39

Grady, a slave

Benjamin Lay, an abolitionist who has a hunchback

A Slave in the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting

The Clerk of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting

The play opensin the PhiladelphiaYearly Meeting, which is the
governingbody for the Religious Societyf Friendsor Quakers
in Pennsylvanieand New Jersey. The yearis 1758. Thereare
flashbacks to John Woolman's home town of Mt. Holly, NJ.

After a momenbf Quakersilence, thesecondact begins inJohn
Woolman's boyhood meeting house in Mt. Holly, 1739.

* k* %

A Clear Leading was produced originally for the John Woolman
Forum at George Fox University, Newberg, OR, October 1994.

A Clear Leading was produced at The LambOs Showcase Theatre,
New York City, July 1997 and January 1999.

For information on booking any of Rich Swingle's plays go to
RichDrama.com or call 864-294-9500.

BEYOND 4 CHARIOTS

Rich is going to be performing his pl&¢yond the Chariots in
an Off-Broadway theatre this April 17-23.

Relive the incredible adventures of 1924 Olympic
Gold medal winner Eric Liddell in war-torn China.
FireOffBroadway.com

~~<Please silence anything made after 1758.>»~

Direction Mac Nelson
Dramaturgy James Masters, Ph.D.
Costume Heather Jacobs

Properties Kathy Rath,Rich Swingle,Jim Sr. & FranWarren,
Historic Michie Tavern, Deann®uff, Kara Parrish,
Kari Shafer,

Artwork Jim Warren, Kevin Gepford

Special Thanks to JoyceSwingle,JamesMastersMac Nelson,
Kimberly Vaughn,RonMock, Anita Cirulis, Mary Ellen Chijioke
(Swarthmore College Library), Carole Frentrop, Darrell & Linda Kopp, Liz
Jennings,ustinHullinger, Bryan Boyd, RobertDeClaire,KaraThompson,
StevePrusko,SeanGaffney,Hiram H. Hilty (authorof By Land and By Sea:
Quakers Confront Slavery and Its Aftermath in North Carolina), Sterling
Olmsted,PaulinePeotterDr. Jo & JohndyLewis, Bob Swingle,Shannon
Bodie,JohnCalhounJim & DusteeHullinger, Brad& Leslie Whitaker,

Kathy Gejdel, Kristi Hilgaertner, Dave & Sandy Maurer, Raheem Billips,
PatriciaMcNicholas,StacyHeit, PeachfieldPlantationpersonnelRalph
Andersen, New Jersey Department of State/Division of Archives & Records
Managementjack& CarolWaltz of the JohnWoolmanMemorial, The
Historical SocietyLibrary of Mt. Holly, Alex AndersenKy SimpsonAgnes
George Kelly Gough,CoreyGetzel,JamesRath,Dominick Crincoli, Anne

& JimJenkins JessieSanchezJim & Linda Warren, Jim Sr. & Fran
Warren,Stoil Popov,StacyBeam,Tina Howe, Ellie Ellsworth, Tom Long,
Randy Ritz, Douglas Broyles, The Haverford College Special Collections
staff, andall thefolks at Westcheste€hapel& TheLambO€hurch.

Greatest thanks to the Lord, who makes all things possible and
who deserves all praise.

* % %

JohnWoolman'sefforts madea significantcontributionto
theabolitionof slaveryin Americaandin England but
therearealmost28 million slaves in the world today. For
informationon whatyou cando to becomea modernday
abolitionist,pleasecontactthe following organizations:
American Anti-Slavery Group: (800) 884-0719
www.iAbolish.com

Release child from thebonds RichDrama.com/Compassic
of povertyby sponsoringa Or take a packet now.
child throughCompassion.



John Woolman (1720-1772)
by Sterling Olmsted
JohnWoolman, the subjectof this play, wasbornin Mt. Holly,
New Jersey. A recordedministerin the Society of Friends(or
Quakers) he travelledwidely among Friend$rom 1742 untilhis
deathin York, England,in 1772. He is best known for his
Journal,which has neverbeenout of print sinceits publication.
Emerson saiof the Journal OTheras morewisdom inthis little
book than in any book since the time of the Apostles.O

Woolman isbest known for hifforts to persuadgis fellow
Quakers tagive upthe practice oklave-holding, buhis concerns
expandedver time to include many otherforms of oppression.
For us whoareliving in a latertime, he issignificantalso forhis
ideas on economics, education, and what we would call ecology.

In his longestessay OA Pleafor the Poorand Warningto
the Rich,Ohe askedhis readersOto considerthe connectionof
things,Oand proposedOone commoninterestfrom which our
own is inseparableNthat to turn all we possess into the channel of
the universallove becomesthe businesf our lives.O And in
OConversatiorsn the True Harmonyf Mankind,Che uses two
dialogues betweena poor laboringmanandtwo who arericher
than he is, to argue againstOsuperfluity,@nd dependencen
trade,and tourge peopldo live more simply,and everto employ
OweakOlaborers and five workers where four were needed
before.

Woolmantaught schooin Mt. Holly for several yearsyrote
an essay OOn Schools,0and produced OA First Book for
Children,Owhich beganW|th the alphabetand endedwith the
parableof the Good Samaritan. In the essayhe wrote, OThat
divine light which enlightens alimen dothappear inchildren very
early,Oand argued for small classes,attention to spiritual
developmentand no emphasison results. (He wouldnOhave
given grades.)

His sense okcologicalconnections wamost remarkabléor
his time. One quotemay suffice. On his visit to Nantucket,he
wrote: Ol took notice in that small island are a great numberof
inhabitants, and the soil not very fertile, the timber so gone that for
vessels, fencegnd firewood theydepend chiefly orbuying from
the main, the cost wherof they dependprincipally on the whale
fishery to answer. | consideredthat if towns grew larger and
lands nearnavigablewatersmore clear, timber and wood would
requiremore labour togetit. | understoodhatthe whaleseing

much hunted,and sometimesvounded anahot killed, grew more
shy and difficult to come t0.O

Woolman practiceavhat headvocated.He gaveup profitable
merchandisingand earnedhis living as a farmer and tailor. He
dressedplainly, and finally went about in undyedclothes. He
took many of his later journeyson foot. He travelled toEngland
steerage, and refused while in England to ride stagecoach, becaus
they movedtoo fastandinjured horsesand stage boys.He gave
up sugarand silverware. A Friend in Englandwrote: OJohn
Woolmanappeardo be of very deepexperienceof the things of
God, and comingup in obediencdo the Light of Christwasled
out of all superfluity in meatdrink, and apparel, beirg pattern of
remarkable plainness, humility, and self-denial.

Sterling Olmsted is Provost and Professor Emeritus of English
at Wilmington College, Wilmington, Ohio, where he and his wife
Barbara spend part of the year. They split their time between
their college and their son in Schenectady, New York. Sterling is
a self-professed Woolmaniac.  He is Co-author of John
Woolman: A Nonviolence and Social Change Source Book,
available in the back or through the order form on the last page.

* % %

Quakerscontinueto be known throughoutthe world for being
ahead of their times on peace and justice issues.

* % *

The following elementsof A Clear Leading are basedon the
correspondingpagesin The Journal and Major Essays of John
Woolman, available at RichDrama.com/BookStore.

John speaks in the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Frie3@i€3

THE TODINS. ... 24-25
REVEIATION. ... 23.....
Frivolous friends. .......oooe e 25:-30
John hired as apprentiCe...........cccovveevecieeee e 29.......
JohnOs dream of the free............cccoooi, 24.......
A slave stays in JOhNOS r00M.........cccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee. 30.......
John writes abill of sale.........cooovveeviiiiii, 32-33
Certain Evidence of Divine Truth..............cccoooiiiiinn. 58....
JohnOs dream of the MONSter........cooovveiiiiiiiiiiieeee 161.....
John refuses towrite aWill............coovieiiiiiiiiii s 51....



Instructions:
Pleaseuseprofessionabuality paperandreproduction.
1. Print the entire program.

2. Have the first two pages (A: cover & B: Cast of
Charactersetc.)duplicatedon the front andback.

3. Duplicatethe third page(C: Sterling Olmstead'sistory
of JohnWoolman)front andback, sothatthe samepageis
on both sides.

4. Cut the third pagein half and insertit into the main
program.

5. Be certainnot to duplicatethis page.

Please contact Rich if you have any questions:
Phone@RichDrama.coor 646.932.4890.



